


Directions for the Spring Meeting 

Coming from the M25 Junction 11 (Chertsey/Woking) 

Leave the M25 at junction 11 taking first exit on roundabout onto A317 and follow the 
signs for Addlestone A318.  Follow the dual carriageway until you come to a large 
roundabout, take the last exit on the roundabout onto dual carriage way sign posted to 
Addlestone/Byfleet (A318).  Continue on this road going straight across two mini 
roundabouts, then straight through two sets of traffic lights, past the Black Horse pub.  
About 1 mile further on you will come to a car showroom on your left and a pub called 
the White Hart.  Take second exit on next mini roundabout heading towards Woodham 
/ Woking  B385. There will be a road on your left called Common Lane, and row of 
cottages and then some shops which lay back a little from the road, at the end of these 
shops on the left is the car park for New Haw Community Centre. 
 
Coming from the A3 Junction 10 M25 

Come off at junction 10 and take the A3 heading towards London, leave at the Cobham 
exit and take A245 heading towards Byfleet, straight through the next set of traffic lights. 
About a mile further on you pass by the turning for Silvermere Golf course.  You will 
then come to a roundabout, continue straight on A425.  At the next roundabout turn 
right onto A318 following the signs to Brooklands super stores, you will come to a 
roundabout, turn left past the stores on A318. Go straight across at the next mini 
roundabout. About 1 mile down the road you will come to a railway bridge controlled by 
traffic lights.  Continue on this road until you go over the canal bridge. As you go over 
the bridge you will need to keep to the left, turn left at the mini roundabout heading 
towards Woodham / Woking B385. You will go past a road on your left called 
Common Lane, some cottages and a block of shops that lay back from the road. At the 
end of the shops on the left is the community centre car park. 

The Hillside Centre at Wisley has been 
booked for our Autumn meeting on 26 October 

 
Committee members and contact details can be found on our website:  
www.fritillaria.org.uk 
 
Contributions to the Journal should be sent to: 
Pat Huff, Castle House, Leighton Bromswold, Huntingdon, Cambs  PE28 5AX.  Tel:  
01480 891740 (home); 020 7402 1401 (work). 
E-mail:  pat.huff@mbmc-crawfordstreet.co.uk 
Copy dates:  1 May and 1 October 
 

mailto:pat.huff@mbmc-crawfordstreet.co.uk
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THE FRITILLARIA GROUP OF THE ALPINE 

GARDEN SOCIETY 
Spring Show and Meeting 

A Day with Janis Ruksans 
16 March 2014 at New Haw Community Centre, 

Woodham Lane, New Haw, Addlestone, Surrey KT15 3ND. 
Please note change of venue* 

PROGRAMME  
  9.30    Doors Open and Coffee.  Plants and Bulbs will be on sale during the day. 

10.30  ―Fritillarias for different growing conditions‖ by Janis Ruksans 
12.00  Pollination demonstration by Rannveig Wallis 
12.15  Lunch Break 
13.15  ―New bulbous irises and crocuses in the wild and garden‖ by Janis  
           Ruksans 
14.45  Raffle 
15.00  End of Meeting 
Entry fee £2.00 for members of the Fritillaria group and £5.00 for non-
members.   
Please bring in-flower Fritillarias for the show bench! 
We have structured the day in this way so that members will still have time 
to visit Wisley if they wish to do so. We suggest that attendees bring lunch 
due to the short break! 
*Further details of the location of the New Haw Community Hall can be 
found on their website www.newhaw.cc.  Directions are also available on the 
inside front cover. Visitors Welcome.  The Fritillaria Group invites 
members of The Crocus Group and The Iris Species Group to participate at 
this event. As well as a plant show there will also be a photographic display.   
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The Subgenus Liliorhiza  (an Amateur Hobbyist‘s View ) 
 
Words by Ron Mudd.  Images by Ron Mudd, and Tony Willis. 

 
[Ron began his series on the Subgenus Liliorhiza in the Spring 2013 
number of the Journal with an overview of the entire Subgenus, and 
followed with an analysis of Fritillaria glauca in the Autumn 2013 number.)  

   
2. Fritillaria purdyi 

 
This species is found in 10, (possibly 11), counties of  N.W. 
California, and 1, Josephine County, in Oregon. The majority of  
recorded sites are below 700 metres, where it grows in serpentine soils 
in vernally wet hollows or low places, areas that are generally very 
sparsely colonised by other plant species. 
 

  
 
It does, however, have another habitat on The Palisades (a mountain 
range in Napa County) where the sterile volcanic soils are wet in 
winter and spring, and then become bone dry in summer. In a 
fascinating article for Fremontia, Vol. 3, April 1975, entitled   
'Propagation of  Native Plants, with Bulbs, Tubers, Corms, Rhizomes 
and Rootstocks' Wayne Roderick and W. Richard Hildreth wrote  
―Fritillaria purdyi is almost impossible to collect as bulbs in the wild, 
because the bulbs are wedged inbetween (sic) layers of  rock and are 
easily damaged if  the rock is moved.‖  They go on to say, ―Garden 
requirements for this species are very difficult to duplicate, and the 
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plants tend to be short lived in cultivation‖. 
 

 
 

     
                        F. purdyi in the wild 

limited casual observations (author, 1996 to 2002) would indicate 
approx. 30% leaf, and flower, vertebrate herbivory, possibly by Brush 
Rabbits, Sylvilagus bachmani, and Mule Deer, Odocoileus hemionus. 
 
 

At the lower elevation 
sites F. purdyi flowers 
in March and April, 
but as elevation 
increases this becomes 
May into early June. It 
would seem, however, 
that plants growing on 
high ridges, in some 
sites, will flower early 
in April given an 
aspect conducive to 
early snow melting. 
These sites are rarely 
visited this early due to 
the deep snow still on 
the ground lower 
down making access 
very difficult. It is very 
possible that this 
species is far more 
numerous at higher 
elevations in a few 
areas than in all of the 
lower 

in April given an aspect 
conducive to early snow 
melting.  These sites are rarely 
visited this early due to the 
deep snow still on the ground 
lower down making access 
very difficult.  It is very 
possible that this species is far 
more numerous at higher 
elevations in a few areas than 
in all of the lower elevations 
sites combined.  There are 
reports (pers. comm.) of 
thousands of plants growing 
in a few small (1.5 acre) sites. 
At well populated sites, 
limited casual 
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Each plant typically has 1 to 3 flowers, although 8, rarely more, have 
been recorded in nature: 
 

I 

 


	Journal 34 front cover.pdf (p.1)
	Inside front cover rev, FJ34.pdf (p.2)
	Contents page 1 rev.pdf (p.3)

