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Set up
Tea and coffee. Plant display opens.

Lecture: fAThe HRni tGRItledroiry Gwl
Gardeno. Johan Nil sson.

Lunch and free time.

Lectur e: f RettMountain andB eEyi ognhdt 0
Pietro Roseo.

Raffle & Close of Meeting.



Chairmandéds Chatter

A happy 201%0 everyone and welcome to our 44th newsletter. Our
new venue in Birmingham Botanical Gardens and the programme of
our autumn meeting seems to have been much enjoyed by everyone. S
much so, in fact that we decided to summarise the tnigkaria talks

in this issue of our newsletter. | hope that you like it.

Owing to the changes in our relationships with AGS which are still on
going, we have decided to publish this newsletter electronically.
Members for whom we do not have an email addresksredeive a
printed copy through the post. This is an experiment so please let us
know what you think. It is definitely the future of publication and saves
a major part of our expenditure which went on printing and the ever
increasing postage.

We are nw looking forward to our postponed spring event from last
year in the hope that the weathe
March 10" and will be in the excellent village hall in New Haw which
we have used before. This is because the fasiliiitehe RHS Garden,
Wisley are currently under redevelopment and are unlikely to be ready
for a year or two. It is also our annual show so please bring along
plants for display and discussion.

Finally, our decision at the AGM to separate from the AlgBaden
Society is currently being worked on by our Committee and the AGS. |
hope that we can bring you news of the situation soon. | hope to bring
you news that Frexit happened before Brexit!



Notes on Some Greek Frigéties
By John Richards

Depending on oneds taxonolmntlariat he
found in Greece, although several of the&d. (pelinaea, rhodia,
bithynica, carica, elwesiand theophrasi are limited in Greece to
islands which ar@hytogeographically Turkish. | shall restrict this brief
survey to those relatively few species | have seen in the wild, and in
particular | intend to discuss two controversial compleketillaria
graeca/mutabilis/thessalandFritillaria euboeica/rixii.

Starting in the deep south, there is only one fritillary: in CrBte,
messanensisyhere it is widespread. Many reports fef graecafrom
there probably refer to dwarf forms of the former. The Cretan plant has
been separated as subspesiglaciotica,but it seems very similar to
the Sicilian type. Curiously, the Grecian population most distant from
the type, found in many places in eastern Greece, is also very similar to
the type and is regarded as subspetiessanensidMuch more distinct

is the rae from the Adriatic coast, Albania and the Greek lonian
Islands, subspeciegracilis. This differs from subspmessanensig
many key features, especially by lacking the characteristic three bract
leaves, and is probably best regarde#.agacilis.

Fritillaria davisii is endemic to the southern Mani peninsula. The main
characteristics are the bright green rather shiny leaves. ForrRs of
graeca with similar dark browrpurple bells we have seen above
Keratea, south of Athens, are very similar, althougth wess shiny
leaves (Fig. 1). Maybd;. davisiiis best regarded as a subspecieB.of
graec&



Fig. 1. Dark form ofritillaria graeca from above Keratea,
resembling some. davisit
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When visiting the remarkable populationsAafonis cyllenean Saitas

in the northern Peloponnesos, we encountered robust populations o
Fritillaria mutabilis (Fig. 2). With their broad, opposite leaves and
relative long corollas, these bear little relationship to tydicajraeca

They do however bear a striking easblance to forms of. thessala
subsp ionica. The latter species is not recorded from the Peloponnesos,
and is not usually multiptdowered. Otherwise it is difficult to see how
the Saitas plants can be differentiated ffenthessala

Fig. 2.Fritill aria mutabilis Saitas, northern Peloponnesos
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Parnassos towers above the other side of the Gulf of Corinth. Above the
treeline, fritillaries occur in localised patches; oftEn graecaandF.
mutabilis grow together (Fig. 3), with some intermediates, apparent
hybrids. F. mutabilis here is a different plant from that on Saitas,
looking more likeF. graeca perhaps due to continued introgression
with that species. However it is still distinguished by ojeosairs of
leaves which are relatively broad and not twisted; also the corolla is
longer. Most of theF. graecahere is v.guicciardii, the outer tepals
having a bold green fascia.

Fig. 3.Fritillaria graeca (left) andF. mutabilis(right), Parnassos.

Further to the nortlwest, woods near the Albanian border contain large
populations ofFritillaria thessala subsp.ionica (Fig. 4). It also occurs

in the Vikos gorge. Liké-. mutabilisthis has broad opposite leaves and
three bract leaves. The solitary Mlers tend to be paler and less
tessellated. The nectaries are ovate, urfiikgraeca but this does not
differentiate them fronf. mutabilis
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Fig. 4.Fritillaria thessalasubspionica, Bourazani woods.

If F. thessalasubsp.ionica and F. mutabilisform a pair,F. thessala
subsp.thessalais more distinct. | have found this at Metsovon in the
Pindos, and on Kajmatkcalan on the Macedonian border. It only has a
single narrow braet e a f and iIs generally
opposite leaves. Flaavs are nearly untessellated; typically the outer
tepals are pale chartreuse and the inners chestnut with a broad chestnut
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fascia (Fig. 5). They can look remarkably like formsFofhermonis
amana (Ed. Those with alternate leaves and no tessellatierusually
referred ta~ gussichiag

Fig. 5. Fritllaria gussichiae Kajmatkcalan.
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